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Snakes in Sri Lanka
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* There are about 96 species of snakes in Sri Lanka
and they belong to 8 families and 49 genes

- 35 species are venomous ant 13 species are see
shaes

+ B9 species are non venomous
» 6 sppies are highly venomous

* These snakes are important to maintain the
equilibrium of the echo system
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Highly venomous snakes in SL

Russell’s viper

Cobra

Sri Lankan krait Common krait
Hypnale hypnale Hypnale zara

(MERREM'S HUMP (LOW LAND HUMP
NOSED PIT VIPER) NOSED PIT VIPER)
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Highly venomous snakes in SL- \

(2021 SLMA Guide lines)

1. Highly venomous : ( envenoming by these snakes is possibly life -
threatening with reported fatalities)

Naja naja (Cobra),

Bungarus caeruleus (Common krait),

Bungarus ceylonicus ( Sri Lankan krait),

Daboia russelii (Russell;s viper),

Hypnale hypnale (Merrem's hump- nosed pit-viper),

Hypnale zara (Lowlands hump- nosed pit- viper).
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Potentially Highly venomous snakes in SL

Hypnale nepa
Sri Lankan Hump nosed pit viper

M Craspedocephalus trigonocephalus
— A
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2. Potentially highly venomous: (envenoming by these
snakes is potentially life-threatening , no reported
fatalities)

Hypnale nepa (H. walli) (Sri Lankan hump-nosed pit-
viper),

Craspedocephalus trigonocephalus (Green pit -viper)
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Venomous snakes in SL

Saw scale viper
(Wali Polanga)
Echis carinatus

Sri Lankan keel back
(Mal Karawala)/Blosm Krait
Rhabdophis ceylonensis

Toxicology & National Poisons Information Centre
National Hospital of Sri Lanka,
Colombo - 10
Tel No. - 011-2686143

Email - infotoxlanka@gmail.com




\

3. Venomous: (bites by these snakes may result in
systemic envenoming that is not life- threatening,
responds to treatment, no reported fatalities)

Echis carinatus (Saw- scaled viper),

Rhabdophis celonensis (Sri Lankan keelback, Blossom
krait.)
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Cobra (Naja naja)

Identifications

Cobra has a hood.

The head is oval with ill-defined neck.

The ventral scales extend the full
width of the body contrasting with the
divided scales of the tail.

Toxicology & National Poisons Information Centre

National Hospital of Sri Lanka,
Colombo - 10
Tel No. - 011-2686143
N

Email - infotoxlanka@gmail.com



(C) Anslem de Silva
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subcaudals in the
cobra (an elapid-
venomous )
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Russell’s viper (Daboia russelii russelii)
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» Triangular head with no enlarged scales and a narrow neck.
* The dark brown oval-shaped patches edged with black and white.

* Young pythons may be mistaken for russell's vipers, but differ in having

F elon?ated heads and rectangular brown patches.
— A
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Saw scaled viper (Echis carinatus)

Triangular head with narrow neck .
A white dagger of either sides of the body and bird’'s foot shaped patch on the dorsum of the head.
The body is light brown with darker blotches and a white wavy line on each side
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Kraits
There are two species of kraits.

1. Sri Lankan krait (8¢ 69c0 [/ eaymoDeo)
2. Common krait (enE »09cs [ @0 ®5:5)

Sri Lankan krait has single white rings
contrasting with the paired rings of
common krait. Markings fade with
age.

They are bluish-black in colour with white
rings and are very shiny. Old animals may
be brownish with faint white rings. The head
is oval with ill-defined neck like cobra.
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Common krait: Narrow white
rings in pairs on the dorsum.
Black glossy snake. White belly.
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Sri Lankan krait
Bungarus ceylonicus

@D. Fernando

The head is oval with ill-

defined neck - a
character it shares with

the cobra.
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@D, Fernando | ﬁ,:

Hexagonal enlarged dorsal (vertebral)
scales larger than the rest of the
scales of the body - characteristic of
kraits.
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The subcaudal scales are NOT divided
(divided in cobra).
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* Tail is short, laterally compressed, padd
Sea shake shaped, with a rounded tip.

* Most are silvery in colour with dark bands.
The back is darker than the belly.

Loof o saR - w0« Head often small in comparison to the body,
- = with a slender neck and forebody.
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Hump nosed viper
(Hypnale hypnale)
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. Triangular head with well defined

' " . Has an upturned snout and a pit (loreal
" pit)between the eye and the nostril on each
side.

Has an upturned snout

Scales on head are large.
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Hump-nosed pit vipers
in Sri Lanka

Hypnale hypnale

Hypnale zara
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Loreal Pit
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Hump nosed viper
- Hypnale hypnale
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Average length of fully grown snake is 45cm.
Head is triangular and neck is well defined.
Upturned snout and a pit (loreal pit) between the eye and the
nostril on each side can be seen at the front part of the head.
Snout is not elevated but small wart like growth is seen at the tip
of the snout.

Head is kept 45 degrees angular to the lying surface.

Dorsal aspect of the body color changes from yellow to brown.

Tail is short.
_ Jn@g
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Features after bite

e Swelling, redness , blistering and regional lymph
nodes enlargement may seen .

e Bleeding in to the internal organs and kidney failure
may occur.
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Low land hump nosed pit viper O, ..\.;A‘__..-v-. .
Hypnale zara ' |

Average length of fully grown snake is 45cm. il )
Head is triangular and neck is well defined. A o o
Upturned snout and a pit (loreal pit) between the eye '
and the nostril on each side can be seen at the front
part of the head.

Snhout is elevated and small wart like growth is seen at
the tip of the snout.

Head is kept 45 degrees angular to the lying surface.
Dorsal aspect of the body colour changes from yellow
to brown or to deep red.

Brown or black marks can be seen over the body.

Tail4g shor
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Features after bite

e Swelling, redness, blistering and regional lymph
nodes enlargement may be seen.

e Bleeding in to the internal organs and kidney
failure may occur.
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Hump nosed viper - Hypnale nepa

.

Average length of fully grown snake is 45cm.

Head is triangular and neck is well defined.

Upturned snout and a pit (loreal pit) between the eye
and the nostril on each side can be seen at the front
part of the head.

Snhout is elevated but small wart like growth is not seen
at the tip of the snout.

Head is kept 45 degrees angular to the lying surface. POTENTIALLY

HIGHLY
Dorsal aspect of the body color changes from yellow to e OMOUS
brown. SNAKE
Tail is short.

KL=

Toxicology & National Poisons Information Centre

National Hospital of Sri Lanka,
Colombo - 10
Tel No. - 011-2686143
p—

Email - infotoxlanka@gmail.com



Features after bite

e Swelling, redness , blistering and regional lymph nodes
enlargement may seen .

e Bleeding in to the internal organs and kidney failure may
occur.

e No reported death cases found in Sri Lanka so far.
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SRT LANKA GREEN PIT-VIPER =\

Craspedocephalus trigonocephalus) POTENTIALLY
HIGHLY
VENOMOUS

. Average length of fully grown snake is 1m. PRARE

* Head is triangular and the neck is well defined.

* There is a pit/hole between the nostril and the eye
(Loreal pit)

* Body is bright green in colour.

* Black marks can be seen over the body.

* Ventral aspect is light yellow or green in color.

)
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Sri Lankan keel back
(Mal Karawala)/Nihaluwa-Blosm Krait

Rhabdophis ceylonensis

e Average length of fully grown snake is 45cm.
e Head is oval in shape and the neck is distinct.
e Orange colour can be seen over the head.
e The large eyes are protruded .
e The dorsal aspect of the body is coloured with brown & blue
e Black cross bars and red colour spots can be seen along the

body. VENOMOUS
e Yellow spots can be seen either side of black cross bars. SHARE
e Ventral aspect is white in colour.
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THE SAW-SCALED VIPER and its BITES
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Echis carinatus is distributed in the dr
sandy arid coastal plains of Sri Lanka.

It is found near the sea in the North-
western (Kalpitiya & Wilpattu National
Park), Northern (Mannar & Jaffna) and
Eastern Provinces extending to the south of
the Ruhunu National Park (Yala) where it
prefers a habitat of sparse vegetation.

VENOMOUS
SNAKE
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Snakes of Low Medical Importance in Sri Lan

Scientific name: English common name
1. Boiga spp. : Cat snakes

2. Calliophis melanurus sinhaleus : Sri Lankan coral snake
3. Ahaetulla spp. : Whip snakes, Vine snakes

4. Cerberus rhynchops rhynchops : Dog-faced water snake
5. Chrysopelea spp. : Flying snake, Gold and black tree snake
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Snakes of Low Medical Importance in Sri Lanka
@158 (Rat snake)w

SR
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®8c0(Cat’s snake)

006 w50 (WoIf's snake)
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Brown whip snake
Ahaetulla , pulverulenta

C) Anslem de Silva
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Other Mildly Venomous Snakes

Flying snake - Chrysopelea ornata
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Family Boidae
Python (Python molurus)
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Kills by asphyxiation with tightening
coils around thoracic region of victim
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: MORNING
- Pre Operative Post Operative

Close up:

L Eye 25 months after Left Uppar Eyalld Ptosts Ropalr and
Bllatoral Upper Eyelid Blopharoplasty

Note: Similar lighting was used for hoth of
(hese closesup images
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Bilateral ptosis in a patient bitten by a common
krait in Sri Lanka
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Strokes after Russell's viper bites:

\
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SNAKEBITE

I Most snakes are not venomous

FIRST AID Even if a biting snake is venomous, it may

not inject venom

The presence of fang marks alone does not
mean that venom has entered the body

[f envenoming has taken place, affective
treatment 1s available in hospitals and full
recovery 1s likely
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NAKEBITE - ’ ~
s BWINTTO DO if You or Someone else is
FIRST A0 Bitten by a Snake

2
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If you or someone you know are
bitten, try to see and remember the
colour and shape of the snake,
which can help with treatment of
the snake bite
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FIRST AID

Keep the bitten person still and calm
This can slow down the spread of

venom 1if the snake 1s poisonous
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SNAKEBITE '

FIRST AID

To remove venom, which may lie on
the surface of the skin, the bitten
area should be washed gently with
soap and running water, or wiped
with a wet cloth
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SNAKEBITE ’V

+ Swelling of the bitten limb is a common feature
EIRST AID after venomous snakebite

Prevent complications by removing
rings, bangles, anklets, cords or
clothing, as early as possible which
could cause constriction 1if swelling
were to occur
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PO™O if You or Someone else is

bitten by a snake

Do not pick up the snake or try to
trap 1t (this may put you or
someone else at risk from a bite)

Don’t panic
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Do not apply any tight bandage /
tourniquet at the bitten site
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Do not slash the wound with a
knife
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Do not suck out the venom

Do not apply ice or immerse the
wound 1n water
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Do not give any king coconut
water, coconut milk or home
remedies

Do not drink alcohol as a pain killer

Do not drink caffeinated beverages
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Take the victim to hospital as
early as possible
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At the hospital, treatment will depend on the type of snake

If the snake was venomous, the person will be given anti-
venom treatment

A tetanus toxoid dose may be given, depending on date of
last injection
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How to protect from Snake bites
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Avoid walking barefoot 1n dark / at
night

Carry a torch / Light when walking
on the road at night
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Make sounds by legs or stick while
walking through forests, bushes by
vibrations, snakes avoid encountering

humans
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Destroy places where frogs/rats live

and thercby prevent snakes coming to
houses/ gardens to attack them

Keep mside the house and garden clean without garbage,

which prevent snakes coming in to clean places
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Resist sticking a hand or foot into a
hole

Realize that snakes can climb trees
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Be cautious when swimming, wading
or fishing 1n lakes or rivers, especially
after heavy rains

Use caution when approaching a
snake you think might be dead
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Learn which snakes may be native to BEWARE

the arca you are visiting and OF SNAKES | (<X
familiarize yourself with their habits eh
before you go hiking or camping

Avoid walking in forests under the influence of
alcohol/Narcotics/ Drugs
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