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OTHER VENOMOUS ANIMAL BITES
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POISONOUS MARINE ANIMALS

Majority of poisonous marine animal species live in sea 

water 

These marine animals can be detected in the deep sea

around Sri Lanka

Majority live near corals in the sea
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Jelly fish are found in the 

ocean from the surface to 

the deep sea and are 

common in coastal zones

They are common between the months of May and August

They are primitive 

invertebrates, that belonging 

to the larger group

JELLY FISH BITES 
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Capture their prey by shooting venom 

packed darts from structures called 

tentacles with their nematocysts  



Toxicology & National Poisons Information Centre
National Hospital of Sri Lanka,

Colombo - 10
Tel No. - 011-2686143

Email - infotoxlanka@gmail.com

These are microscopic in size,  

penetrating threads long enough and 

contain venom which are sufficient  to 

punch humans 
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Hospital Jelly Fish Bites

Panadura 02

Kalubowila 08

Kalpitiya 09

Point Pedro 10

Karainagar 24

Total 53
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Jelly Fish Bites in the year 2014
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Pain (local) spreading through limb.

involving regional lymph nodes (Physalia),

Wheals, erythema,

Blistering, skin necrosis (box jellyfish),

Immediate symptoms and signs
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Dermal pigmentation (box jellyfish);

Irukandji syndrome (mostly in Jaffna);

Recurrent dermatitis

Anaphylaxis following sting to be rare.

Late symptoms and signs
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Get out of the water as calm as 

possible

Stay extremely still while you 

remove the tentacles

Prevent drowning,

Reassure, ensure rest.
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Use a credit card or tweezer to  

lift and scrape the tentacles 

from the skin

Apply ice to reduce the 

pain

Remove adherent tentacles without 

touching 
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Throw away any cloths and materials 

that  contacted with the jellyfish

Be aware of such signs 

on the beach
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SEA SNAKE 
They are Highly venomous snakes
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Octopus



Toxicology & National Poisons Information Centre
National Hospital of Sri Lanka,

Colombo - 10
Tel No. - 011-2686143

Email - infotoxlanka@gmail.com

Millepora

Shell fish 

Species 
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Starfish 

Sea Urchins
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Sea Cucumber 
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Most bites cause minimal pain for the first 5-10 minutes, 

then begin to throb and numbness involving  the rest of the 

arm

➢Sea snakes are highly venomous and can cause 

Respiratory failure

Electrolyte disturbances, especially hyperkalaemia

and

Renal failure

Symptoms and signs

http://www.emedicinehealth.com/slideshow_surprising_reasons_youre_in_pain/article_em.htm
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POISONOUS FISH IN SRI LANKA
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Dasyatidae species / Maduwa
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Puffer Fish  

Scorpion Fish
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Lion fish Stone fish
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Symptoms, which may vary from person to person, 

and their intensity is related to the amount of toxin the 

person is exposed to

Symptoms of poisonous fish bites

Intense throbbing pain peaks in 1 to 2 hours and lasts 

12 hours. Pain may be so severe as to cause 

hallucinations

http://www.emedicinehealth.com/slideshow_surprising_reasons_youre_in_pain/article_em.htm
http://www.emedicinehealth.com/pain_quiz_iq/quiz.htm
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Take the victim to 

nearest hospital

Major Symptoms of Poisonous Fish 

Bites
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SCORPION BITES IN SRI LANKA
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They are easily identified by their large pedipalas and curved tail 

above the head. 

Sri Lanka is home for 18 scorpions under 3 families. 

Whilst all scorpions are venomous, only one species native to Sri 

Lanka is fatal to humans

Scorpions are generally 

found in dry, hot 

environments
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Patient experiences a painful, burning, tingling, 

numbed sensation at the bite site of the sting

Slight redness

Just like bee sting, patient can also develop an 

allergic reaction to a scorpion sting, Which can 

sometimes be life threating – anaphylaxis

Symptoms of Scorpion Bite 
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These scorpions are commonly 

found in  Jaffna peninsula

Red Scorpion / Hottentotta tamulus
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PREVENTION

• clothing, beddings, shoes, package should be vigorously 
shaken out and checked for scorpion without blindly 
putting hands

•Pesticides like organophosphates, pyrethrins and 
chlorinated hydrocarbons are known to kill scorpions
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SPIDER BITES IN SRI LANKA
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Most spider bites are harmless. Several 

hours after the bite, you may develop 

symptoms similar to an insect  bite, such as 

redness, swelling,  mild pain, or itching.
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When stakes are used for coconut 

plucking this spider has been known 

to descend along these and bite the 

hand of the plucker and return 

rapidly to the crown of the tree
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Ceylon Hunting Spider poecilotheria fasciata

The hairy spiders poecilotheria

fasciata are considered as 

venomous spider found in Sri 

Lanka. 

This  spider is called Divi 

Makuluwa in Sinhala and Nachchu

Silandhi in Tami
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Intense local pain which spreads 

along the bitten site which is 

usually limbs

The common symptoms following a bite 

Muscle spasms
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Keep an ice pack about 10 minutes 

to reduce pain and swelling

Wash the area with soap and 

water
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Black widow spider   
Poecilotheria fasciata/Tarantula species

Sri Lankan Ornamenta, Hairy spider
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Muscle cramps and spasms that start at the bite 

site and can spread  further

• Chills, fever, nausea, or vomiting,

• Sweating

• Severe abdominal pain, chest pain    

Headache

• Stupor, restlessness, or shock

• High blood pressure

Signs and symptoms of black widow spider bite
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Clean the skin with soap and water

Help the person remain calm to reduce the spread 

of venom

DO NOT apply a tourniquet
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If you can, identify the spider or take a 

picture. It will  help in medical management

Apply an  ice pack 

Rush to the nearest hospital if 

necessary
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BEE  AND WASP STINGS
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BEES
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WASPS AND HORNETS 
SHELTERS
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Be careful when removing bee and  wasp stings 

because it can cause further spread of venom and 

damage
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Before treating any stings get 

away from the area, never 

attempt to  harm a bee. It will 

defend itself and signal to it’s 

mates

Remove stingers

Wash the site with soap and 

water
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Signs of wasp  bites
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Rapid pulse

Difficulty in breathing

Rashes

Wheezing , difficulty in swallowing , dizziness

Sudden drop in Blood Pressure.

Symptoms and signs following a bite
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To reduce Swelling

Apply an ice pack , no Longer than 20 min.

Elevate the extremity 

Rush to the nearest 

hospital if necessary
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Swinging or swatting at an insect may 

cause it to sting. Stay calm and move  

gently

What TO DO / NOT TO DO if 

You or Someone else is bitten 

by Bees, Wasps or Hornets
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Do not run

Calmly walk away without 

making a fuss or waving your 

hands. Moving  will attract the 

insect, especially if it is a wasp
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Keep an eye on your food and 

drinks. Wasps are attracted to 

food and sweet drinks. Bees will 

quite happily land on a sugary 

cake or cookies

Leave wasp nests and bee 

hives well alone
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Do not squash or crush 

wasps. The odour that is 

released will attract all of its 

buddies to defend

Don’t apply any perfumes or 

wear colourful clothes when go 

near by
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The bite looks like two red marks on the skin, which form a 

V-shape due to the positioning of the forcipules of the 

centipede. 

CENTIPEDE.
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Symptoms and signs

The Centipede bites are very pain full but not fatal.

Nausea, vomiting, sweating and regional lymphadenopathy 

can occur

Patients with allergic histories, better take medical advices 

soon.


